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in 1872. ... In effect we say to the farmers in
each county, c This is what you were doing 45
years ago when we were less dependent on the
foreigner. Take the figures as your goal ; get as
close to it as you can ; make a real, strenuous
effort, for the times are critical and the need great/
. . . To attempt c equality of sacrifice ? is only to
make worse inequalities. The * same for all*
sounds well in theory ; in practice it works unfairly.
Whether a man should be asked to plough at all,
and, if so, how much, is a question which can only
be settled on the spot, in view of the nature of
the soil, the quality and condition of the grass, the
balance of the farm, the necessity of fencing, the
farmer's equipment in buildings and implements,
or his experience of tillage, and a variety of other
considerations, . . . The corn is badly wanted ;
and few farmers, I am confident, will refuse an
extra effort and even some sacrifice for the nation's
good, provided that they are not asked to do some-
thing which they regard as foolish. . . ."

Mr. Prothero went on to speak of the help the
Government was seeking to provide for farmers ; of

guaranteed prices; of seeds, fertilisers,
Police           implements, horses, and labour. "From

ploughmen the London Metropolitan Police Force

alone we have got 120 skilled ploughmen.'*
He mentioned the training establishments set up to
train soldiers and women workers ; the arrangements
to secure fertilisers ; the powers taken to deal with
drainage, whereby many thousands of acres were
being brought into profitable cultivation. Some
4,500 German prisoners were being employed in
drainage works.